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CLUB CALENDAR ake plans for June MEETING NOTICE 


This month's meeting will be held at 
The Grace Presbyterian Church 
2100 Tice Valley Blvd. 

W.C. at 8:00 PM. 


11 May Lafayette Reservoir 

12 May Hope you didn't forget Mother's Day 
17 May MDARC General Meeting 

20 May MDARC Board Meeting 


- IT'S FIELD DAY AGAIN - 


NETS Come to the May Meeting and let's talk. We 
“Let's get a little action going’ Will Win in ‘85 but there is a lot planning to 
MDARC GENERAL NET do. Band Captains to choose and operators to 
Thursdays 7:50 P.M. 147.66/06 sign up. June is FIELD DAY MONTH! The 
Emergency NET is 146.43 Simplex 7 P.M. greatest month of the year. WE WILL WIN IN 


then QSY to 7.735 after roll call Thurs. ‘8S 
Parky NET 


NCN/VHF 145.49 MHZ 7:30 PM 


CCRA NET Mon. 7:35 P.M. 147.735 All renewals and change of addresses go to 
The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group of the MDARC meets the Membership Chairman and NOT the Editor! 
every two months to welcome new members and 

refresh ideas with old members. 
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MD ARC General Meeting 
MDARC GENERAL MEETING April 19,1985 


The meeting was called to order at 8:10 by 
our Presider, Rick Barber WB6EZI. 

D BU 99: Dick, KT6X reported that the 
March ction was one of the best in years. 
Next aol will be in October. 

-DUCATION: Jay Caidis, KT6Y, reported for 
aay WD6G who was out ot town, that classes 
have ended for this term. All has gone well 
ees etiieek neve upgraded 
PRIZE Cr rege Harry, KOMFV reports all 


riELD DA YCH IAIRMAN: in the absence of Guy , 
Jim Snell, KE6RU reported that operators and 
Band Captains are needed. Looks like a good 
ae 3 ev ee again this year. 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: Jim, KAGIVF announ- 
ced that we e have 190 sogpemt at present. 
PUBLIC SERVICE: May | paloma needed for 
“Run for Day ight” Joe Gregory, WAODON is 
bey for “Trail Ride” on May 5. 

ADARC NET: Chairman Jay, KT6Y urged us all 
to check | in on Thursday nights. Turn out has 
been ae Lek S make it better. 

» METER NET: Hank, W6ZHY gave a brief 
situation: of our newest Net on 75 meters. 
Dick Brown, KT6X announced the Devil 
Mountain Run that will take place on May 5. 
eet eee needed. 


: AN: Vickie, N6KLS; presented 
the Club with the opportunity to purchase 
Club jackets. We have until the end of the 
month to order. Cost of jacket is $19.00. 

Jim House announced the upcoming RACES 
training meeting May 19. Location to be 
announced. 

After a short coffee break we were well 
informed about earthquakes by our fellow ham 
Don, K6LGW. 

You missed a very informative talk if you 
were not present. 


The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 following 
the prize drawing by Harry K6INU. 
Coffee and refreshments by Scott Miles, 


WB6PQM. 
Respectfully Submitted 
Dee Barber, N6EJU, Secretary 


You may have noticed our newsletter is 
now being typewritten with a personal 
computer, specifically the Apple Macintosh. 
The Apple has made it much simpler to 
prepare CARRIER copy for paste up and 
printing. 

We have run into some difficulty with 
darkness of copy and legibility; 

| ask that you all be patient with the 
editor, typist and printer. We are working on 
the the problem! And it’s not easy without the 
boss. Give us time to get used to our new 
system. 


Thanks, Ed. 


Public Service 
Public Service Chairman Ron Miller, 
WBOJGV requests that inquiries, suggestions, 
and requests for public service be directed to 
him. Ron's phone No. is 827-4605. Youll 
either get Ron or his answering machine. 
Please Call. 


The Devil Mt. Run is history. One of the 
biggest foot races ever in our community. The 
race ran in the Danville area 5 May 1985 from 
9 AM to 11 AM 

Operators very ably representing ARES and 
MDARC were Joe, KD6DY; Don, N6EEQ; Bill, 
WB6NMU; Clay, WD6GDG; Nancy KA6IZI; Phil, 
WAGAEV; Betty Lou, KB6UX; Jim KA6IVF; Dick 
Brown, KT6T. 
The operator in charge was Dick Brown. 
Thanks Betty Lou for the Info! ED 


Fas 


MDARC BOARD MEETING 


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Jay, KT6Y; Jim, 
KA6IVF; Mary, N6KLM; Scott, WB6PQM, Rick, 
WB6EZI. 

MEMBER PRESENT: Don, N6EEQ. 


The meeting was called to order by Rick at 
7:10 BM. 

Rick stated that he had been contacted by 
Harry Cameron, W6RVC, who stated that his 
license and the trusteeship of the W6LGW call 
was valid until 1986. He wishes to retain 
trusteeship of that call. This information 
was passed on to the Board who voted to keep 
Harry as the trustee of the W6LGW call. 

Rick gave a brief account of the requirements 
for low-cost bulk mailing and stated that he 
felt the Club could qualify for the Jowest cost 
mailing under the “educational group” status 
as defined in the Postal Service Rules. A 
check of the Club By-Laws will have to be 
made to ensure that they are worded 
appropriately. 

Mary , N6KLM reported that the Club treasury 
had $1029.51 in the checking account and 
$537.17 in savings. 

Don, N6EEQ, was asked to be Awards Chairman 
again this year but he felt that this duty 
should be rotated and not “hogged” by one 
person. He did state that he would do it again 
this year if necessary but asked that another 
member volunteer for this duty. 

The March of Dimes WalkAmerica was briefly 
discussed. The Board felt that this is one of 
the most worthwhile events of the year. 
Scott, WB6PQM, reported that there will be an 
ATV demonstration on May 4, 1985 which will 
include live pictures being transmitted from 
an airplane. Mike, N6GOZ; Joe, KD6DY; and 
scott, WB6PQM; will be doing the camera 
work. 

Information on the poor condition of the two 
meter machine was passed on to the Board. 
Antenna work is apparently needed. 

A discussion of the Walnut Festival followed. 


scott stated that we will need to attend some 
of the meetings in order to be retained in the 
program. MMSP that the Civil Air Patrol be 
allowed to join us in the booth. 

The next Board Meeting will be May 20th, at 7 
P.M. at the Buttercup Pantry , Walnut Creek. 


REMEMBER 


All change of address requests go to the 
Membership Chairman. Sending them to the 
editor only causes a delay. Thanks for your 
cooperation! ED 


FIELD DAY 1S COMING 
IN JUNE. LET'S MAKE 
THIS THE BEST FIELD 
DAY EVER. 


| Jim, WA6SWO 


LIMBER UP THOSE FISTS, 
WORK ON YOUR CODE SPEED, 
EXERCISE YOUR VOCAL CORDS 
FIELD DAY IS JUST A MONTH 
AWAY. 


SOCIAL CHAIRPERSONS REPORT 
by Vicki, N6KLS 


I'm not sure providing a service to 
everyone such as selling Radio jackets falls 
under the category of “Social Chairperson’, 
but yours truly got roped into it, and met 
many nice people in the process! 


By the time this newsletter arrives | 


should have the bright yellow “Amateur Radio 
Communications” jackets ordered and well on 
there way to being delivered to those who 
ordered. 

This project has been a long time in 
coming and will be areal value when we are 
hard at work on a public service project. 

On Saturday May 25, there will be a trip 
planned to the Point Bonita Light. | have 
scheduled a two hour tour put on by the park 
rangers that starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 
12:00 noon. We will meet at the Marin 
Headlands area which is reached via the 
tunnel under U.S. 101 near Sausalito, which 
leads to Fort Cronkhite. After reaching the 
Marin Headlands area we will meet with a 
park ranger and then car pool the short 10(,) 
minute drive to the light. There we will walk 
a short half mile trail, then down a staircase, 
through a tunnel and across a very safe 
suspension bridge 120 feet over the crashing 
waves. Once there you have a view of San 
Francisco, Point Reyes, the San Mateo coast 
and the Golden Gate. You will need to wear 
layered clothing and sturdy walking shoes 
with non slip soles. I'm sorry to say on this 
trip no children under 12 years old may come 
as there are steep drop off cliffs and the park 
has made this policy for there safety. 

We have been allotted 20 slots for the tour 
so get your name into me as soon as possible. 
| can be reached at home by calling 458-4527, 
or see me at the meeting May 17. 

Take off time on May 25, wil] be 8:15 am. 
and we will meet you on 147.060. Dont 
forget your camera, and your H.T. 

N6URK and | are looking forward to a great 
trip with you. 

73, NGKLS 


Public Service 

CENTRAL COUNTY WALKAMERICA 

The March of Dimes WalkAmerica for Central 
County was a 32 kilometer (20 mile) event 
starting at Diablo Valley College in Pleasant 
rill, continuing through Pleasant Hill and 
Concord, and returning to DVC. As in the past, 
the MDARC provided radio communications 
between the officials at the start/finish and 
the various checkpoints. 0800 on the day 
daylight saving time started proved to be cold 
and windy. Despite this, about 650 walkers, 
rollerskaters, skateboarders, and joggers 
started the course. The day was pleasantly 
uneventful, the majority of traffic related to 
dispatching the “victory buses” to pick up 
worn out participants! Operations were 
secured at about 1600. Amateurs 
participating were KAG6AEV (Bert), W6CPO 
(Larry), WO6DKW (Pete), WOHDR (Phil), N6KGC 
(Jim), and K6LXW (Don). My thanks to all 
those who helped out. The walk organizers do 
appreciate our support!! 

Larry Kaye W6CPO 


CALENDAR 1985 
JUNE 
Clayton Valley Run, We Care Day Center 


Ride for Research, Danville Jr. Horsemen 
Clayton 4th of July Parade 


SEPTEMBER 
Labor Day Trail Ride 
Walnut Festival Parade 


Walnut Festival Booth 
Walnut Festival Run 


OCTOBER 


Battle of the Bands,Concord 


MDARCG SUPPORTS TRAIL RIDES 
ON MT. DIABLO. 


Members of the Mt. Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club again pro- 
vided communication support 
for the spring ride of the Mt. 
Diablo Horsemen's Trail Ride 
Association on Saturday, April 
20. The day was cool and over- 
cast, and snowflakes drifted 
down for a while in the 
morning at the higher’ check- 
points on the mountain. 

Dave Greenhill, WA6OFI, 
accompanied trailmaster Bob 
Mattson in the lead jeep; Joe 
Gregory, WA6DQN, rode with the 
Novice Trailmaster Farlow. 
Jack Campbell, WA6ADW, and 
Miles Slape, W6QEN, worked 
with the veterinarians, and 
Jim House, KA6IVF, and George 
Kirkman, WA6DKG kept us in 
contact with the horse-ambu- 
lances at Diablo Ranch and 
Barbecue Terrace. 

The cool weather kept the 
horses from overheating on the 
steep and rough uphill stret- 
ches, and the ride finished in 
midafternoon without serious 
mishap. One thrown rider was 
not seriously injured, another 
required first aid after being 
kicked by her horse. All who 
participated enjoyed the days 
activity. 


Sunday May 5 saw. the 
trailride communications'7 team 
on the mountain again, this 
time for the Mt. Diablo Endu- 
rance Ride association of Dub- 
lin. This activity has become 
an endurance race with 25 mile 
and 50 mile routes. Weather 
was clear and mild. 

Paul Hoisington, WA6AWC, 
opened the base station at the 
old Macedo Ranch in Alamo 
shortly after 0600. WA6DQN 
took the first vet check at 
Curry Point. Dave Greenhill 
worked the lunch_= stop and 


check at Juniper Camp. Bill 
Van Voorhies, WA6ZFZ, stepped 
in at the last moment to work 
from the Mitchell Canyon 
"hole" when Vicky and Glenn 


: THE BASE STATION 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 


NOW CARRYING 
YAESU PRODUCTS 
AT 
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 
CALIFORNIA'S NEWEST AUTHORIZED 


YAESU DEALERSHIP 


~The Base Station 


2101 Pacheco St. Concord, CA 94520 
—. (416) 685- 7388 


Zumwalt who had _ volunteered 
for the spot were unable to 
come because of illness. 
Scott Thomas, N6LGB, had the 
busy afternoon vet check point 
at the Diablo Ranch. 

Over 130 riders’ started 
this race; about a dozen were 
pulled by the veterinarians 
along the route, or otherwise 
had to drop out. The horse of 
one of the Drag Riders’ gave 
out and had to be led into 
Diablo Ranch, delaying closing 
the net by an hour or so. 

This operation was car- 
ried on over the W6CX 2-meter 
repeater concurrently with the 
Devil Mountain Run footrace in 
Danville. Although both groups 
had heavy traffic at times 
during the morning there was 
no problem of interference 
between the two teams. No one 
had to wait more than a minute 
to get their traffic on the 


air. Members of the club's 
public service teams are to be 
congratulated on their excel- 
lent operating discipline! 
--- Joe WA6DQN. 


‘ 
: 
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Che President's Comer... 


| am still recuperating from the March of 
Dimes WalkAmerica weekend. Dee and | went 
to San Francisco on Friday to see my twin 
brother, WA6ARQ and his wife. We went out 
to see all the sights and spent the night over 
there. Fisherman's Warf took care of the next 
morning and then we returned to sign the 
route for the walkers. Van arranged for an 
early breakfast at 6:00 am. (remember the 
daylight savings time shift?). The Walk went 
very well. All the walkers had a fine day and 
collected much needed money for a most 
worthy cause. | have had the pleasure to 
attend a couple of Kickoff dinners for this 
organization and |! can tell you without 
reservation that it is one of the most worthy 
organizations-well deserving of our continued 
support. 

Field Day will be the subject of this 
month's meeting. We did extremely well last 
year and, if you believe Guy, we will do even 
better this year. Last year was a real 
blast...beautiful weather, great food, 
outstanding group, and no hang glidersi!!. Plan 
to take a couple of hours and make the trip to 
the hill and join us. We want to get as many 
Club members to operate as possible, even if 
it is just for a short period. A short break 
from the mike is very welcome. 

The speaker for the June meeting will be 
Jean Rogers from California Division of 
Forestry. | wanted to get this information out 
early so you can invite all your friends. Jean 
is a truly outstanding speaker and he is going 
to bring some slides and video tapes or films 
from some of the fires of recent years. These 
films would make a pyromaniac’s heart swell 
with envy. | had the pleasure of working the 
Del Valle fire two years ago-or was it last 
year, and that was a class operation. Tons of 
food - like steaks, roast beef, etc. - a nice 
grassy area to rest. bathroom facilities, and a 


lake for swimming. If that place ever burns 
again I'm going to be first in line to volunteer! 

Jean will also be talking about the 
Volunteers in Prevention (VIP) program. This 
is a program of Hams who act as the eyes and 
ears of CDF during periods of high fire risk. 
Volunteers cruise the back roads and look for 
fires or suspicious activity. As with most 
otate organizations, CDF is shorthanded and 
cannot put as many people into the field as is 
necessary. This is where we come in. Jean 
will have application forms with him if you 
wish to volunteer. Expenses are paid by the 
otate during these exercises. 

Napa and Lake counties have a flying VIP 
program for those of you who may wish to see 


the area from the air. Jim House can put you 
in touch with the organizers of those areas if 
you are interested. Tell your friends and let's 
get a huge turnout for Jean...you will NOT be 
disappointed. 

de Rick 


KUDOS 
| would like to extend kudos to Larry Kaye, 
W6CPO for his fine coordination of the March 
of Dimes, Central County WalkAmerica on 28 
April and to Dick Brown who very 
successfully organized the o.p.s. at the Devil 
Mt. Run in Danville on 3 May. The Club 
appreciates your leadership! 


Ron Miller 


Renewing 


ARRL MEMBERSHIPS 


Don't forget to renew your ARRL membership 
through the club. Send us the card and 
money. We foreward to the ARRL and get to 
keep $2.00. 


RACES/ARES class for Spring 1985 


Fellow Hams: 
RACES/ARES training & practice session. 
Sunday afternoon, May 19, from 12:30 - 5:30 
PM. Consolidated Fire College - Treat Blvd. 

near Oak Grove Rd. - Concord. 


Your local RACES/ARES organization has 
planned a training session for Sunday 
afternoon, May 19. from 12:30 to 5:30 PM. It 
will be held at the Consolidated Fire District 
Fire College on Treat Blvd. near Oak Grove Rd. 
| In Concreek. (Concord/Walnut Creek) That is 
also the location of Fire Station # 10. 
Please come and give us your support, as well 
as furthering the value of our amateur radio 
service to the community. A TRAINED organi- 
| zation of communicators is a recognized 
valuable resource, and helps us maintain our 
| claim to the priceless resource of radio spec- 
trum which we use and take for granted every 
Gay. 


ochedule: subject to change, 

12:30 - Introduction of ARES/RACES EC's, 
AEC’s, net coordinators, etc. from Co. Co. 
County and elsewhere. 

12:45 - California Division of Forestry 
pre-fire season presentation/orientation. 

1:30 - Message handling: new form explained 
by W6CPO, Practice lead by Chuck Grant. 

2:30 - Discussion of message centers and OES 
operations by Paul Merriman from CCC OES. 
3:30 - Relieving the watch: N6DRT, Recomme- 
ended equipment for field operations: 
KE6IA/KA6I VF. 

4:30 - Operating practices & wrap up, W6LKE 
(SEC) 

Stretch break at twenty minutes past each 
hour. 


Note: new style County RACES ID cards will be 

passed out to those participating in the 

program. If possible, we will have someone 

present to take pictures for the ID Cards. All 

nonexpiring cards which have been issued 

previously will be cancelled as of June 30, 
— 1985. 


Ham Radio Outlet! 
999 Howard Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
(415) 342-5757 


28il Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 451-5757 


Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM Monday—Saturday 


KENWOOD 
BiG VALUE COMBINATION 


KENWOOD TW-4000A 
FM “DUAL BANDER” 
2M and 70cm 
ina single package! 


BUY a TW-4000A for $599.95 
andreceive FREE - 


A $124.85 VALUE! - 
1] _-YS-1 Voice synthesizer 
Pea TU-4C Tone generator. 
3] MA-4000 Duo-band mobile antenna 


U.S. Tower (formerly Tristao Towers) 


MA-40 40° Tubular crank-up $549.95 
MA-550 55’ Tubuler crank-up $899.95 


Tri-Ex 


W-S1 51° Heavy duty $899.95 
LM-354 51° Heavy duty $1,599.95 


ICOM Specials 

Reg Sale 
IC-R71A Receiver $799.95 $629.95 
IC-37A 220 MH2 -499.00 2993.99 


OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS HAM RADIO! 


HAM RADIO OUTLET STORES 
HAVE THE LARGEST 
AMATEUR RADIO INVENTORY 
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SSOJD pay URSAUNY BY) YIIM paleNiysy 
THY 842 YM palenysy 


ESSE “JITBO ‘INH 3UVsSVOlId 
GGGES XO ’*O'd 
"OU] ‘QNID OF psy anseUry O1GVIG 3A 


OA 
ELECTRONICS FLEA MARKET 
oS (From a notice found at HRO) 

{= gComes¢€@° Foothill College, Los Altos Hriis, Galifornia * BUYERS- FREE 1! ! 

* Saturdays § am ==2 pm -- Parking, Lot "C" * Refreshments Served ! 
CS ées $5.00 per vehicle (2 spaces) * Novice thru Extra Exams Given, 

a Info. 408-255-9000 

Locator Map: | Date/Sponsor 
. : a 
North June @, 1985 


SPECS Users Group 


July 25, 1985 


Lot = Perham Foundation (Electronic's Museum Lot T) 


August. 10, 1985 
Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association 


‘Foothill 


September 145-1985 
Foothill's Amateur Radio Society 


El Monte Rd 


Los Altos Hills, CA Need more info? 


Call anytime on 144.67/145.27 MHz * SPECS repeater 


I went to one of these last year, They are well-worth one's time, - John Keibel, WA6SWO 


